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WET  AND  WILD  — 
REDEX  87 


Engineers  from  the  Soo’s  1437th  Engineer 
Company  battle  90  mile  an  hour  rotor  wash 
from  a CH-54  Skycrane  as  they  sling  load 
a two  and  a half  ton  truck  onto  their  raft. 

See  REDEX  ’87  inside. 


Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M.  Springer 


Editorial 


(Editor’s  note:  Maj.  Gen.  Vernon  J.  Andrews, 
Michigan  Adjutant  General,  has  requested  each 
general  officer  and  major  Michigan  National 
Guard  commander  to  contribute  a guest  column 
to  the  Wolverine  Guard.  This  will  give  all  soldiers 
an  opportunity  to  learn  the  views  of  their  leaders.) 


Colonel  Richard  K.  Schmidt  is  the  Camp 
Commander  of  Camp  Grayling.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Notre  Dame  University  in  1957 
and  was  commissioned  a second  lieutenant 
of  field  artillery.  He  served  with  the  3rd  Bat- 
talion 126th  Infantry  as  a platoon  leader  and 
company  commander,  a battery  commander 
with  the  Ohio  Army  National  Guard  and  as 
the  executive  officer  of  1st  Battalion  246th 
Armor  from  1973  until  1975.  Colonel 
Schmidt  next  served  as  a civil  engineer  at  the 
National  Guard  Bureau  from  1975  until  1978 
and  then  as  the  facilities  management  officer 
with  the  Arizona  Army  National  Guard.  He 
returned  to  Michigan  in  1981  and  was  an 
engineer  with  the  Tank  Automotive  Com- 
mand. He  was  appointed  Camp  Commander 
on  1 June  1985.  Schmidt  is  the  principal 
founder  of  Schmidt-Cowles-De  Persia  Archi- 
tects and  Planners  of  Grand  Rapids.  He  is 
pursuing  a professional  degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin  at  Madison  and  is  a 
registered  architect  as  well  as  a registered 
professional  engineer.  Colonel  Schmidt  is  a 
graduate  of  the  United  States  Army  Com- 
mand and  General  Staff  College  and  the 
United  States  Army  War  College. 

As  training  units  and  soldiers  leave  Camp 
Grayling  and  return  to  their  armories,  homes 
and  families,  remove  Grayling  sand,  dust 
and  ferns  from  their  boots,  barrels  and  bat- 
tle gear,  it’s  worthwhile  to  reflect  on  a few 
points.  As  full  partners  in  the  Total  Army 
and  Total  Force,  we  have  willingly  chosen 
to  shoulder  this  responsibility  and  accept  the 
realization  and  come  to  grips  with  accom- 
plishing being  ready  — really  READY.  The 


Authorized  Publication  of  the  Michigan 
National  Guard™ 


The  Wolverine  Guard™  is  an  unofficial 
publication  authorized  under  provisions  of 
AR  360-81.  The  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed are  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Department  of  the  Army.  The  Wolverine 
Guard  is  a monthly  offset  publication  with 
a press  run  of  16,000.  It  is  published  by  the 
Public  Affairs  Office,  Department  of  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  2500  S.  Washington  Ave., 
Lansing,  MI  48913.  (517)  483-5599. 


Colonel  Richard  K.  Schmidt 


Tag  Talk 


“As,”  “Ts”  and  “Is”  of  our  respective  1-R 
ratings  have  given  us  a good  time-space  snap- 
shot, a definite  training  readiness  reading, 
of  our  respective  unit’s  training  related  to 
prescribed  set  standards.  This  is  an  excellent 
system  since  it  is  as  objective  and  certain  as 
it  can  be,  given  the  limited  time  and  resources 
available  with  which  we  have  to  marshal, 
motivate  and  move  out.  If  history  is  a good 
guide  for  the  future,  the  time  and  resources 
we  have  had  were  actually  generous.  They 
probably  will  not  be  as  ample  and  free  in 
times  to  come.  Soviet  hegemony  is  on  the  in- 
crease. They  aggressively  seek  new  and  ex- 
panding opportunities  and  are  successful  in 
gaining  them.  World  developments  increas- 
ingly show  a marked  strategic  shift  in  the  im- 
portance of  conventional  arms  strength, 


Editor:  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 
Assistant  Editor:  Sgt.  Thomas  R.  Roberts 
Cartoonist:  Sgt.  Glen  Henderson 


Contributors:  Public  Affairs  Section,  HQ 
STARC,  MIARNG;  126th  Public  Affairs 
Detachment;  Information  Officers:  Self- 
ridge and  Battle  Creek  Air  National  Guard 
Bases. 


especially  land  power.  It  is  the  developing 
trend  at  this  time  and  appears  more  ominous 
as  Soviet  conventional  strength  continues  to 
outstrip  ours.  What  can  we  do? 

Accomplishment  of  real  solid,  postured 
readiness  must  be  analyzed  for  attitude,  out- 
look and  commitment.  It  requires  far  more 
than  an  8 to  5 mental  outlook  or  a “job  for 
job’s  sake”  attitude.  Readiness  is  a func- 
tional relationship  or  juxtaposition  to  com- 
§ mitment,  not  only  a commitment  to  excel- 
| lence,  but  a career’s  and  life’s  dedication  to 
£ the  successful  survival  of  a way  and  quality 
* of  life.  That’s  “serious  heavy”  you’re  say- 
| ing  and  you  are  correct.  It  has  to  be  in  order 
i to  carry  that  level  of  dedication  and  serious- 
| ness  if  you  and  I are  to  survive  as  a unit,  as 
an  NCO,  warrant  or  commissioned  officer 
o in  the  Michigan  National  Guard  today  and 
| in  the  future.  The  requirements  of  military, 
civilian  education  along  with  progressive 
training,  maintenance,  and  administrative 
readiness  requirements  demand  a particular 
and  special  dedication  to  reach  the  expecta- 
tions of  BEING  THE  BEST.  With  a real 
world  sense  of  urgency  — not  a half-associ- 
ated  feeling  or  attitude  about  the  Guard  in 
our  life,  past  history  has  shown  that  we  not 
only  can,  but  will  succeed  as  we  have  in  the 
past.  How  do  we  get  up  for  this  and  sustain 
these  standards  of  willingness  to  succeed  and 
achieve? 

Once  you  have  decided  that  the  Guard 
program  is  for  you,  your  loved  ones  and 
family  (don’t  forget,  they  are  the  key  ingre- 
dient to  your  continued  participation),  then 
we  are  ready  to  look  at  what  it  takes  to  sus- 
tain your  commitment.  Remember,  that  we 
are  truly  volunteers  and  that  the  draft  does 
not  conscript  and  go  into  effect  until  call  up. 
This  is  determined  by  law  and  will  depend 
on  the  magnitude  and  severity  of  the  threat 
as  it  develops. 
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Profile 


Merry,  Christinas  and  the  Aviator 


When  Merry  married  Maj.  Joe  M.  Mere- 
dith ten  years  ago  in  the  Camp  Grayling 
chapel,  she  hoped  for  a happy  life  in  the 
North  Woods  of  Grayling,  Michigan.  Her 
hopes  have  been  more  than  realized  as  this 
Profile  on  Merry,  Christmas  and  the  Aviator 
will  show. 

Major  Joe  M.  Meredith  flies  a helicopter 
at  Camp  Grayling  every  year  from  April 
through  September.  When  he  puts  his  OH- 
58  Kiowa  away  for  the  winter,  he  starts  his 
other  business  and  begins  putting  up  Christ- 
mas decorations  for  over  forty  Michigan 
communities.  When  Maj.  Meredith  is  flying 
in  the  summer.  Merry  Meredith  manages  the 
Camp  Grayling  Officer’s  Club. 

What  do  they  do  between  Christmas  and 
the  summer  training  season  at  Camp  Gray- 
ling? 

“We  fish  the  Au  Sable  and  the  Manistee 
rivers  a lot  before  Merry  opens  the  Club  and 
I start  my  FTTD  (Full  Time  Training  Duty) 
tour  each  spring,”  he  said.  “I’m  not  an  Au 
Sable  river  guide  but  I show  our  friends  some 
pretty  good  fishing  spots,”  said  Meredith. 

Major  Meredith  began  his  long  journey  to- 
wards Merry  and  their  idyllic  lifestyle  by 
graduating  from  Central  Michigan  Univer- 
sity at  Mount  Pleasant  in  1969  with  a bache- 
lor’s degree  in  education  and  a second  lieu- 


TAG  TALK  Continued 

Now,  step  back  and  analyze  the  situation. 
Your  1-R  is  already  a reality  and  we  know 
what  has  to  be  done  within  our  respective 
abilities  and  resources  to  “fix”  them.  Inac- 
tive Duty  Training  (IDT)  is  back  in  full  swing 
and  preparations  are  under  way  for  cold 
weather  training.  Some  units  will  go  to  Cold 
Weather  Annual  Training.  CIPs,  MODREs, 
MOBEXs,  CRIs,  COMETs,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Acronymic  Army  are  planned.  How  do 
we  manage  all  this? 

The  way  to  manage  the  jobs  and  tasks  at 
hand  is  by  first  understanding  that  oppor- 
tunities lie  before  you.  Your  alertness  and 
decision  to  aggressively  take  action,  after 
first  understanding  the  problems  and  oppor- 
tunities, is  the  discovery  of  a leader.  When 
you  have  actually  decided  to  and  are  com- 
mitted to  being  a leader,  you  just  completed 
the  equation  of  solving  the  readiness  prob- 
lem. Readiness  becomes  commitment.  We 
can  never  be  completely,  absolutely, 
READY.  But  your  sense  of  urgency  and 
decision  to  excel  and  be  the  BEST  READY 
is  as  close  as  we  can  be.  That  is  what  we  at 
Camp  Grayling  will  help  you  become. 


tenant’s  commission  in  armor  from  Central’s 
Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps. 

After  earning  his  helicopter  pilot  wings 
from  Fort  Rucker,  Alabama,  Maj.  Meredith 
was  assigned  to  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  Here 
he  earned  over  twenty-five  Air  medals  fly- 
ing the  Hughes  OH-6  observation  helicopter 
in  aerial  combat. 

“The  OH-6  could  take  an  incredible 
amount  of  punishment.  It  could  out-fly  and 
out-lift  its  replacement,  the  Bell  OH-58. 
Some  pilots  think  the  U.S.  Army  went  to  the 
‘58  because  Mrs.  Lady  Bird  Johnson  owned 
a whole  lot  of  Bell  stock.  Whatever  the 
reason,  the  Hughes  was  a much,  much  bet- 
ter ship.”  said  Meredith. 

After  the  war,  Maj.  Meredith  taught  high 
school  in  Mount  Pleasant  for  one  year,  1972- 
1973  and  joined  the  Michigan  Army  National 
Guard.  In  1973,  he  formed  his  own  business, 
Mid-Michigan  Display.  Meredith’s  company 
decorates  over  forty  Michigan  communities 
each  year  with  Christmas  decorations.  He 
also  handles  other  festivals  such  as  the 
Cherry  Festival  in  Traverse  City. 

Major  Meredith’s  full-time,  half-year 
career  with  the  Michigan  National  Guard 
began  in  1976  when  he  was  the  project  offi- 
cer on  the  construction  of  the  North  Down 
River  and  Jones  Lake  Base  Camt»s. 

In  1977,  Maj.  Meredith  was  assigned  as 
the  Camp  Grayling  resident  helicopter  pilot 
for  the  summer.  His  duties  included  forest 
fire  aerial  patrol,  range  sweeps  and  liaison 
flights  for  the  Camp  Commander. 

In  1980,  he  became  the  Airfield  Com- 
mander at  Grayling  Army  Air  Field.  This 


year  he  has  twenty-six  soldiers  on  FTTD 
tours  at  the  airport  in  such  support  roles  as 
airfield  operations,  crash  and  rescue,  safety, 
refueling  operations  and  weather  analysis. 
The  support  soldiers  are  a various  mix  of 
Guard,  Army  Reserve  and  Active  Army  avia- 
tion specialists. 

Grayling  Army  Air  Field  has  over  7,000 
air  operations  a year  making  it  the  busiest 
airfield  at  any  of  the  state-owned  National 
Guard  training  camps  in  the  country.  An  air 
operation  is  defined  as  one  landing  or 
take-off. 

When  not  flying,  fishing  or  putting  up 
Christmas  decorations,  Maj.  Meredith 
worked  on  his  civilian  and  military  educa- 
tions. He  earned  his  Master’s  degree  from 
Central  Michigan  University  in  1981  and  has 
recently  completed  the  United  States  Army 
Command  and  General  Staff  College. 

Major  Meredith’s  daughter,  Mindy,  is  a 
freshman  at  Central  Michigan  University  and 
his  step-daughter,  Mandy  Stillwagon,  is  a 1st 
Lt.  with  Headquarters,  State  Area  Readiness 
Command  and  attending  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral Officer’s  Basic  Course  at  Fort  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Indianapolis. 

“We  really  love  working  for  the  Guard,” 
said  Merry  Meredith.  “Joe  loves  his  flying 
and  working  for  the  Camp  Commander  and 
I get  a good  deal  of  satisfaction  in  running 
the  Officer’s  Club.  There  is  so  much  history 
with  this  old  building;  it’s  like  stepping  back 
in  time.  The  Guard’s  been  good  to  us.”  con- 
cluded Merry  Meredith. 


by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 


When  not  flying  his  OH-58  at  Camp  Grayling,  Maj.  Joe  Meredith  flies  the  big  desk  at 
Grayling  Army  Air  Field. 
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Michigan  Guard  History 

Photo-recce  Deployment  to  Alaska,  1966 


Twenty  one  years  ago  the  mission  of  the 
Air  National  Guard  at  Battle  Creek  Air  Na- 
tional Guard  Base  was  aerial  photographic 
reconnaissance.  The  commander  of  the  1 10th 
Tactical  Reconnaissance  Group  was  Maj. 
Richard  A.  Rann,  who  retired  in  1983  as  a 
Brigadier  General,  and  their  aircraft  was  the 
RB-57,  a twin  engine,  medium  bomber  con- 
verted to  the  aerial  photo  recce  mission. 

In  1966,  the  110th  Tactical  Reconnaissance 
Group  was  invited  to  participate  in  an  Alaska 
Air  Command  classified  exercise  called  Dia- 
mond Lil  XIX.  An  advance  party  of  10  Air 
Guardsmen  was  sent  to  Elmendorf  Air  Force 
near  Anchorage  Air  Force  Base  while  the  rest 
of  the  110th  prepared  for  the  Alaskan  de- 
ployment. 

According  to  then  Maj.  Rann,  “A  big 
share  of  the  hard  work  in  preparation  for  the 
exercise  was  done  by  many  who  had  to  re- 
main at  our  home  base  during  the  flight 
northward.” 

The  Alaska  contingent  was  made  up  of 
fifty-one  “part-timers”  and  43  “full-timers” 
from  the  1 10th.  Three  C-130s  from  the  Texas 
and  Tennessee  Air  National  Guard  were  used 
to  airlift  thirty-five  tons  of  equipment  and 
the  ground  crews  over  a 3,000  mile  route  to 
Alaska.  The  unit’s  RB-57s  flew  to  Alaska  via 
Edmonton,  Alberta  where  an  enroute-sup- 
port  team  was  waiting  at  the  Royal  Canadian 
Air  Force  Namao  Station  to  service  the  jets. 
The  temperature  was  a minus  25  when  the 
flights  landed  at  Edmonton.  Back  home  in 
Battle  Creek,  the  temperature  had  dropped 
to  a minus  15  and  when  the  flight  arrived  at 
Elmendorf,  the  base  was  experiencing  a 
balmy  32  degrees  above  zero. 

During  the  two  weeks  of  annual  training, 
the  crews  of  the  six  RB-57s  flew  over  200 
hours  on  seventy-two  sorties.  In  spite  of  the 
extreme  high  altitude  cold,  only  one  camera 
malfunction  was  recorded.  The  in-service 
rate  of  the  110th  Tactical  Reconnaissance 
Group’s  aircraft  was  98  percent,  attesting  to 
a sound  maintenance  program. 

When  Diamond  Lil  XIX  was  being 
planned,  the  Alaska  Air  Command  told  the 
110th  to  expect  to  accomplish  only  50  per- 
cent of  their  assigned  missions.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  week,  the  110th  had  completed 
the  expected  50  percent  and  at  the  end  of  the 
two  week  deployment,  had  completed  90  per- 
cent of  their  photo  recce  missions. 

The  RB-57  crews  flying  missions  over 
Alaska  were  treated  to  a remarkable  view  of 
the  largest  state  and  most  were  awed  by  the 
vastness  of  the  country  which  they  described 
as  “utterly  lonely,”  “wild  and  untamed” 
and  “unspoiled  and  absolutely  beautiful.” 

Flying  Alaska  was  different  than  flying  the 
States  because  of  the  lack  of  nearby  airfields. 
Fuel  consumption,  a matter  of  some  impor- 


tance in  high  performance  jet  aircraft,  be- 
came a factor  of  paramount  concern  to  the 
flight  crews. 

As  one  crew  member  put  it,  “Either 
you’ve  got  fuel  to  get  home,  or  you  ‘punch 
out’  when  you’re  over  these  mountains.  You 
might  be  able  to  land  on  some  frozen  lake 
a million  miles  from  home  but  that’s  where 
you  would  stay.” 

One  110th  pilot  on  a flight  to  Point  Bar- 
row  reported  that  he  had  to  climb  to  46,000 
feet  to  conserve  fuel.  After  a long,  slow  let- 
down, he  landed  with  just  400  pounds  of  fuel 
over  the  minimum  requirement. 

All  was  not  work  for  the  men  of  the  1 10th. 
In  their  off-duty  hours,  many  saw  the  sights 
of  the  area  and  were  impressed  with  the  vast 
and  forbidding  remoteness,  the  short  days 


and  long  nights  and  the  friendliness  of  the 
people  on  Fourth  Street  in  Anchorage. 

Three  of  the  officers  tried  their  luck  at 
caribou  hunting  in  the  nearby  wilds.  Lt.  Col. 
Bertrand  J.  Buckhout  and  Maj.  Dean  A. 
Polzin  traveled  1 50  miles  northeast  to  Lake 
Louise  in  search  of  caribou.  Major  Richard 
A.  Rann  got  his  caribou  buck  with  a single 
shot  but  noted,  “I  don’t  know  if  I’d  want 
to  do  it  again.  Dragging  that  animal  out  of 
the  woods  through  hip-deep  snow  was  no 
picnic,”  he  said. 

After  twenty  one  years,  it  is  still  rumored 
at  Battle  Creek  Air  National  Guard  Base  that 
Rann’s  caribou  buck  came  home  in  the  bomb 
bay  of  a RB-57  Canberra. 

by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 


This  RB-57  aircraft  is  not  on  fire.  In  field  conditions  explosive  cartridges  are  used  to  start 
the  aircraft  engines. 


This  RB-57  is  being  refueled  at  Elmendorf  Air  Force  Base  near  Anchorage,  Alaska  in  1966. 
The  Chugach  Mountain  Range  is  in  the  background. 
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Exercise  Sentry  Wolverine  87  At  Selfridge  ANG  Base 


Italian  Air  Force  Tornados,  Canadian  CF- 
18  Hornets,  and  U.S.  aircraft  from  bases  all 
over  the  country,  converged  on  Selfridge  Air 
National  Guard  Base  for  exercise  Sentry 
Wolverine  87,  July  16-19. 

This  was  the  fifth  in  a continuing  series  of 
joint  service  air-to-air,  air-to-ground,  combat 
training  exercises,  hosted  by  the  127th  Tac- 
tical Fighter  Wing,  Michigan  Air  National 
Guard.  The  Italian  Air  Force  is  participating 
for  the  first  time  this  year,  while  returning 
participants  represent  the  Canadian  forces 
and  active  and  reserve  components  of  the 
U.S.  Air  Force,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  and 
Coast  Guard,  as  well  as  the  Michigan  Air 
National  Guard. 

The  commander  of  the  127th  Tactical 
Fighter  Wing,  Brigadier  General  Harold 
Rudolph  said,  “Sentry  Wolverine  ‘87  was  the 
most  successful  yet.  It  gave  the  participants 
some  of  the  most  effective  training  they  can 
get  anywhere.” 

Staging  simulated  combat  in  skies  over 
Michigan  and  Lake  Huron,  fighter  and  at- 
tack aircraft  performed  a variety  of  missions 
including  air  to  air  combat,  combat  recon- 
naissance, bombing  targets  at  the  Grayling 
Range,  and  engaging  in  mock  air  to  sea  com- 
bat by  “attacking”  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard 


Cutter  Bramble  on  Lake  Huron.  Aircraft  fly- 
ing in  the  exercise  included  the  F-15  Eagle, 
the  F-16  Fighting  Falcon,  the  F-4  Phantom, 
A-7  Corsair  II,  the  A- 10  Thunderbolt  II,  the 
A-37  Dragonfly,  the  Navy  A-7E  and  the 
Harrier  Jump  Jet,  AV-8B,  A-4M  and  F-18 
Hornet. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Brent  Maxon,  exercise 
director,  described  the  operation  as  “a  way 
to  increase  a pilot’s  ability  to  survive  in  a 
combat  environment.”  An  important  ele- 
ment of  this  joint-service  exercise  was  the  de- 


velopment of  better  understanding  of  tactics 
and  terminology  used  by  the  different 
branches  of  service  and  by  the  forces  of  dif- 
ferent countries.  “Effective  communication 
is  essential  in  combat,”  he  added,  “and  Sen- 
try Wolverine  helped  pilots  from  different 
backgrounds  bridge  the  gap.” 

Directing  all  missions  flown  over  the 
state’s  lower  peninsula  was  the  Air  Force’s 
E-3A  Airborne  Weapons  Control  Systems 
aircraft.  Missions  were  refueled  in  the  air  by 
KC-10  and  KC-135  tankers. 


This  PA-200  Tornado  jet  fighter  has  a variable  geometry  wing  and  is  flown  by  several  Euro- 
pean air  forces. 


This  nose-on  view  of  an  F-4D  Phantom  jet  fighter  was  taken  on  the  Major  Art  Spry  brings  his  F-15  Eagle  underneath  the  “greenhouse” 
ramp  at  Selfridge  Air  National  Guard  Base  during  the  Sentry  of  a KC-10  prior  to  refueling  in  mid-air  somewhere  over  Lake  Huron 
Wolverine  Exercise  in  July  of  1987.  during  Sentry  Wolverine  ’87. 
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Roar  of  cannons  shatters  north  Michigan  stillness 


“They  kind  of  tend  to  think  that  all  we’re 
really  good  for  is  a snowstorm  or  an  ice 
storm  or  maybe  cleaning  up  after  a tornado 
or  a flood. 

“This  is  no  longer  true.  We’re  not  just  up 
here  picnicking  for  two  weeks.  We’re  doing 
hard,  realistic  training.” 

With  only  780,000  troops  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  compared  with  five-million  Soviet  sol- 
diers, the  guard’s  455,000  men  and  women 
have  assumed  a greater  role  in  the  nation’s 
defense. 

Andrews  said  the  result  is  a savings  for  tax- 
payers because  “it  costs  so  much  less  for  us 
to  do  what  our  active  soldiers  can  do.” 

He  said  it  costs  6 cents  to  outfit  every 
guardsman  or  woman,  for  every  dollar  spent 
on  a regular  soldier. 

To  test  their  ability  to  respond  to  real-life 
federal  mobilizations,  the  troops  converging 
on  this  122,000-acre  camp  will  spend  their 
first  eight  days  in  the  field.  Unlike  past  years, 
they  will  not  live  in  barracks  or  have  even- 
ings off  to  go  to  town. 

The  Michigan  units  could  be  called  up  and 
deployed  in  Europe  in  less  than  30  days  to 
meet  an  emergency  and  they  have  to  use  all 
their  time  training  if  they  want  to  simulate 
a real  emergency,  Andrews  said. 

Meanwhile,  Andrews  said  he  realizes  his 
troops  have  to  coexist  with  the  residents, 
campers  and  environmentalists  in  the  sur- 
rounding Kalkaska  and  Crawford  counties. 

He  said  he  is  sensitive  to  complaints  that 
Camp  Grayling  produces  a lot  of  noise  and 
sometimes  disrupts  the  tranquility  that  at- 
tracts fishermen  and  canoeists  to  the  nearby 
Au  Sable  River. 

“We  try  to  be  good  neighbors,”  Andrews 
said.  “We  realize  sometimes  we’re  a pain  in 
the  neck.  There’s  no  question  about  it. 

“But  when  you  train  to  go  to  war,  you 
make  noise,  you  cause  dust.” 

By  Jim  Mitzelfeld 

Reprinted  by  permission  of 
The  Associated  Press 


The  boys  from  Battery  B take  a break  after  service  firing  at  Range  40  during  REDEX  ’87. 


Grayling,  Mich.  — A stray  hiker  wander- 
ing in  the  thick  northern  Michigan  woods 
might  think  they  had  stumbled  onto  the  set 
of  Platoon  or  The  Dirty  Dozen. 

Lots  of  soldiers,  wearing  camouflaged 
fatigues  and  carrying  assault  rifles,  mill 
about.  From  their  relaxed  and  jovial  faces, 
it’s  clearly  not  the  middle  of  a war  zone. 

But  the  hardware  looks  real  and  suddenly 
shouts  from  the  five  men  standing  at  the  base 
of  the  25-foot  howitzer  break  the  silence. 

An  eight-inch-wide  projectile  is  hydrau- 
lically lifted  into  the  big  gun  and  with  the  pull 
of  a cord,  the  deafening  roar  knocks  you  off 
your  feet. 

“We’re  trying  to  get  ready  for  a combat 
situation,”  Capt.  Cardell  Taylor  explains. 
“We  can  put  steel  on  the  target  24  hours  a 
day.” 

Taylor  of  Detroit  is  one  of  8,000  National 
Guard  troops  who  descended  on  Camp 
Grayling  last  week  for  their  annual  two-week 
field  training. 

His  182nd  Field  Artillery  unit,  which  in- 
cludes four  Howitzers  hidden  beneath  cam- 
ouflage netting,  fired  live  rounds  into  a 
hillside  4,000  meters  away. 

A “forward  observer”  near  the  out-of- 
sight target  called  in  the  coordinates  of  the 
strike.  Hidden  in  the  trees  nearby,  two  offi- 
cers worked  with  hand-held  computers  and 
a map,  constantly  refiguring  the  Howitzer’s 
aim. 

“I’m  sitting  back  listening  to  all  of  this, 
seeing  where  people  goof  up,”  said  2nd  Lt. 
John  Jarvis,  who  oversees  the  Fire  Direction 
Center  or  FDC. 


“Lock  and  load  one  eight-inch  projectile!” 

Jarvis  was  confident  his  squad  could  meet 
regular  Army  standards. 

“You  give  me  a 10-meter  square  target  and 
I’ll  hit  it,”  Jarvis  said. 

The  head  of  Michigan’s  12,000-member 
National  Guard  said  the  Guard  in  recent 
years  has  become  an  integral  part  of  the  na- 
tion’s military  might. 

“Today  your  National  Guard  is  no  longer 
a backup  force,”  said  Maj.  Gen.  Vernon 
Andrews.  “We  go  in  right  alongside  the 
regulars. 

“You  know  a lot  of  people  still  unfor- 
tunately have  the  idea  our  soldiers ...  are 
kind  of  what  they  call  ‘weekend  warriors,’ 
(up)  here  maybe  drinking  beer,  having  a ball 
and  not  really  very  much  involved  in  the  na- 
tion’s defense. 
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Photo  by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 


British  Special  Air  Service  Train  at  Camp  Grayling 


Company  F (Long  Range  Reconnaissance 
Patrol)  425th  Infantry  of  Pontiac,  Michigan 
trained  with  a 60  man  detachment  of  the 
British  23rd  Special  Air  Service  during 
REaDiness  EXercise  (REDEX  ’87)  in  a truly 
international  exercise. 

During  Annual  Training  for  the  Michigan 
Army  National  Guard,  the  two  units  spon- 
sored an  exchange  program  in  which  sixty 
of  the  elite  SAS  paratroopers  trained  at 
Camp  Grayling  while  sixty  of  Company  F’s 
soldiers  trained  in  England. 

The  exercise,  entitled  operation  “Honey 
Gift,”  was  designed  to  provide  the  British 
and  American  soldiers  with  an  opportunity 
to  exchange  ideas,  tactics  and  training 
techniques. 

The  SAS  troops  were  greeted  at  Camp 
Grayling  by  record  heat  and  humidity.  Ac- 
customed to  overcast  skies  and  temperatures 
in  the  low  seventies,  the  British  quickly 
realized  how  heat  could  affect  their  overall 
performance.  However,  their  excellent  physi- 
cal conditioning  helped  offset  the  effects  of 
the  hot  Michigan  weather. 

During  their  first  week  in  the  field  at  Camp 
Grayling  the  British  and  Americans  joined 
forces  and  formed  five-man  teams.  Both 
Company  F and  the  SAS  are  similiar  in  that 
the  primary  mission  of  both  is  to  conduct 
long  range  reconnaissance  patrols  behind 
enemy  lines.  During  REDEX  ’87,  the  Pon- 
tiac Guardsmen  and  SAS  were  involved  in 
raid  and  ambush  operations  as  well. 

For  Company  F in  particular,  the  raids 
and  ambushes  proved  to  be  an  effective 
training  tool  because  United  States  Army 
“Lurps”  are  typically  oriented  to  recon- 
naissance and  observation  operations. 

Some  of  the  SAS  troopers  who  took  part 
in  the  raids  were  surprised  at  the  apparent 
lack  of  security  by  Michigan  National  Guard 
units.  One  SAS  warrant  officer  commented 
that,  “Once  it  gets  dark,  they  just  pack  it 
in.” 

The  23rd  SAS,  which  is  a squadron  in  the 
British  Territorial  Army,  can  hardly  be  com- 
pared to  an  average  National  Guard  unit. 
Many  members  of  the  23rd  SAS  train  more 
than  a 150  days  a year.  At  a minimum,  the 
SAS  troopers  are  required  to  train  two  week- 
ends a month  and  one  night  each  week.  In 
addition  to  the  two  weeks  the  British  SAS 
spent  at  Camp  Grayling,  they  will  train  an- 
other two  weeks  in  Northern  Scotland  in  No- 
vember. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  second  week 
of  training  was  a sixteen  mile  march  in  the 
Huron  National  Forest.  Carrying  thirty 
pound  rucksacks,  the  1 10  participants  battled 
hardships  including  bee  stings,  blisters  and 
dehydration.  The  course  was  not  designed  to 
be  a race  but  most  of  the  soldiers  covered 
the  territory  as  quickly  as  possible.  Water 
was  made  available  at  checkpoints  through- 
out the  course  and  medical  personnel  kept 
close  watch  for  signs  of  possible  heat  stress. 


The  first  man  to  cross  the  finish  line  was  a 
SAS  trooper  who  completed  the  sixteen  mile 
course  in  just  under  three  hours. 

A high  point  of  any  small  unit  exchange 
program  that  involves  military  parachuting 
is  the  opportunity  to  earn  foreign  jump 
wings.  The  SAS  made  two  jumps  during  the 
second  week  of  annual  training  when  they 
parachuted  from  a UH-1H  helicopter  and  a 
C-7A  Caribou.  The  British  paratroopers 
especially  enjoyed  jumping  the  “Dash  One 
Bravo”  steerable  parachute.  They  were 
awarded  their  United  States  Army  jump 
wings  by  Capt.  John  T.  Kahler,  company 
commander  for  Company  F. 

The  SAS  wound  up  their  training  tour  with 
a two  day  canoe  trip  down  the  Au  Sable 
River  before  flying  back  to  England. 

The  two  units  meshed  well  during  the 
training  and  despite  the  torrid  heat,  morale 
remained  high.  The  positive  attitude  of  both 
the  SAS  and  Company  F troopers  was  best 
summed  up  by  Capt.  Kahler  during  the  ruck- 
sack march,  “This  is  the  life;  I wish  we  could 
do  this  every  day  of  the  year.” 

by  Spec.  Thomas  Springer 


A British  Special  Air  Services  soldier  assumes 
the  “dying  cockroach”  position  upon  impact 
at  Miller  Drop  Zone  at  Camp  Grayling  dur- 
ing parachute  training  at  REDEX  ’87. 


Editor’s  Note:  There  are  no  full  face 
photographs  of  the  British  Special  Air 
Service  (SAS)  soldiers  who  trained  at 
Camp  Grayling  in  this  issue  because  the 
SAS  is  used  in  operations  against  the  out- 
lawed Irish  Republican  Army  in  Northern 
Ireland.  The  IRA  has  retaliated  against 
members  of  the  British  Army  and  the 
SAS  who  have  been  identified  as  operat- 
ing against  them  in  Ireland.  This  same  re- 
striction applies  to  United  States  Army 
Special  Forces  soldiers  on  duty  in  El 
Salvador  and  Honduras. 


A British  SAS  soldier  was  the  first  across  the 
line  during  the  sixteen  mile  “rucksack  walk” 
through  the  Huron  National  Forest. 


of  an  Army  National  Guard  helicopter  at 
Captain  Phelps-Collins  Air  National  Guard 
Base  at  Alpena,  Michigan. 
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Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M.  Springer  pholo  by  Sgt  Thomas  r.  Roberts 


REDEX  ’87  SCRAPBOOK  - 


Specialist  David  A.  Feusse,  a mechanic  from 
Grand  Rapids,  works  on  the  engine  of  a five- 
ton  truck  during  the  REDEX  ’87  exercise  at 
Camp  Grayling.  Feusse,  a member  of  the 
1432nd  Engineer  Company,  Wyoming, 
Mich.,  is  participating  in  the  Michigan  Na- 
tional Guard’s  annual  training  exercise,  July 
11-25.  Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M.  Springer. 


First  Lieutenant  David  Holmden,  commander  of  Company  A,  107th  Engineer  Battalion, 
Calumet,  (right)  is  awarded  the  Superior  Unit  Award  by  Maj.  Gen.  Vernon  J.  Andrews,  Adju- 
tant General,  Michigan  National  Guard.  This  award  is  presented  to  the  unit  that  has  gone 
the  extra  mile  to  become  the  best  in  the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard.  Holmden  received 
the  award  on  behalf  of  his  company  at  a ceremony  during  the  military  parade  that  highlighted 
the  conclusion  of  the  Guard’s  annual  training  exercise  that  was  conducted  at  Camp  Gray- 
ling, July  11-25.  Photo  by  Sgt.  Sharlene  Rhines. 


Sergeant  Tony  L.  Nobach,  of  Lansing,  reassembles  a gas  mask  he 
has  just  cleaned.  Nobach  is  the  nuclear,  biological,  chemical,  non-com- 
missioned officer  for  the  1009th  Movement  Control,  Detachment  and 
teaches  his  troops  the  use  and  care  of  their  protective  equipment. 
Nobach  participated  in  REDEX  87,  the  Michigan  Army  National 
Guard’s  annual  training  exercise  held  at  Camp  Grayling  July  11-25. 
Photo  by  Sgt.  Sharlene  Rhines. 


Private  Kyle  B.  Bremmeyr  readies  his  equipment  for  another  possi- 
ble emergency,  after  helping  to  extinguish  a simulated  helicopter  fire 
at  Camp  Grayling.  Bremmeyr,  a resident  of  Charlevoix,  is  a member 
of  the  1440th  Engineer  Detachment  (Firefighters)  from  Camp  Gray- 
ling, and  is  participating  with  the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard 
in  its  annual  training  exercise,  REDEX  87,  July  11-25.  Photo  by  Spec. 
Thomas  M.  Springer. 
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CAMP  GRAYLING 


Staff  Sergeant  Michael  J.  Jago,  of  Newberry,  checks  to  make  sure  the  lumber  is  level.  Jago,  a member  of  the  1437th  Engineer  Company, 
is  participating  in  a cross-training  exercise  with  1433rd  Engineer  Company  to  learn  how  to  build  the  Bailey  Bridge.  The  lumber  Jago  is 
working  with  will  form  the  foundation  of  the  bridge.  The  engineers  are  at  Camp  Grayling  for  REDEX  87,  the  Michigan  Army  National 
Guard’s  annual  training  exercise.  Photo  by  Sgt.  Sharlene  Rhines.  


At  the  helm  of  a 27-foot  power  erection  boat  is  Spec.  Kevin  L.  Pro- 
vost, a resident  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Provost  and  other  soldiers  in  his 
unit,  the  1437th  Ribbon  Float  Bridge  Company  from  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
are  in  Camp  Grayling  assisting  in  an  amphibious  bridge  construction 
exercise.  Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M.  Springer. 


Specialist  Jack  D.  Wright,  of  Port  Huron,  Gelt)  and  Spec.  Dale  B. 
Schmid,  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  unload  the  lumber  to  be  used  in  bridge 
construction.  The  men,  members  of  the  1437th  Engineer  Company, 
are  participating  in  a cross-training  exercise  with  the  1433rd  Engineer 
Company  at  Camp  Grayling  during  REDEX  87,  the  Michigan  Army 
National  Guard’s  annual  training  exercise.  Photo  by  Sgt.  Sharlene 
Rhines. 


The  126th  Army  Band  from  Wyoming,  Michigan  leads  the  Troop  Command  during  the  Annual  Review  at  Camp  Grayling.  The  Bandmaster 
is  Chief  Warrant  Officer  Paul  Walters  at  far  left.  Photo  by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson. 
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“Huey”  helicopters  from  “Shadow  Company”  lift  off  near  Bear  Lake  after  flying  media 
persons  to  visit  the  460th  Supply  and  Service  Company. 


Training  to  a real  war  situation,  more  than 
5,000  Michigan  Army  National  Guard  sol- 
diers spent  July  1 1-25  at  Camp  Grayling  up- 
grading their  combat  readiness. 

“Learning  to  survive  on  the  ‘dirty’  battle- 
field is  what  this  is  all  about,”  said  Brig. 
Gen.  Stanley  J.  Wilk,  Deputy  State  Area 
Readiness  Command  (STARC),  Com- 
mander. 

Conducted  in  three  phases,  Phase  I of 
REaDiness  EXercise  (REDEX  ’87)  began 
July  9 with  a mobilization  exercise  at  Camp 
Grayling. 

The  operation  was  devised  to  test  Camp 
Grayling’s  systems  for  receiving  soldiers 
should  a call-up  of  troops  occur. 

According  to  Wilk,  this  process  is  impor- 
tant because  should  a mobilization  take 
place,  there  will  be  no  time  for  people  to 
learn  what  is  expected  of  them. 

“This  is  an  important  exercise  for  the  units 
involved,”  Wilk  said.  “They  have  to  be 
prepared  to  go  at  a moment’s  notice.” 

This  is  the  first  time  an  exercise  like  this 
has  been  tried.  As  with  anything  new,  there 
were  some  bugs  that  needed  to  be  worked 
out,  Wilk  said.  Overall,  the  operation  was 
successful  and  was  a good  learning  experi- 
ence, he  said.  He  predicted  the  exercise  will 
be  conducted  again  next  year  and  possibly 
be  expanded. 

As  it  got  under  way,  REDEX  87  attracted 
numerous  governmental  and  business 
leaders,  as  well  as  high  ranking  military  of- 
ficers. 

Maj.  Gen.  Donald  Burdick,  Director  of 
the  Army  National  Guard,  was  one  such 
guest.  While  at  Camp  Grayling,  Burdick 
discussed  the  Michigan  National  Guard’s 
changing  role  in  national  defense  with  Maj. 
Gen.  Vernon  J.  Andrews,  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  Michigan  National  Guard. 

“We  in  the  National  Guard  are  no  longer 


an  Army  in  reserve,  we  are  an  Army  on 
call,”  Burdick  said. 

To  meet  that  call,  the  Guard  soldiers  began 
an  aggressive  training  schedule  when  Phase 
II  got  under  way  July  1 1 as  the  main  body 
of  troops  deployed  from  armories  around  the 
state  to  Camp  Grayling.  Upon  reaching  the 
camp,  the  units  moved  directly  into  the  field 
to  conduct  eight  continuous  days  of  field 
training. 

During  this  phase,  soldiers  established 
perimeters  around  their  training  sites  and  led 
offensive  and  defensive  maneuvers.  Train- 
ing emphasis  was  placed  on  rear  area  opera- 
tions and  combat  in  a chemical  contaminated 
environment. 

To  make  the  training  more  realistic,  sev- 
eral active  Army  and  Army  Reserve  units 
from  other  states  participated  to  simulate  a 
“dirty”  battlefield  and  as  opposing  forces, 
(OPFOR). 

Since  the  enemy  can  strike  anywhere  Wilk 
said,  all  soldiers,  even  cooks  and  clerks,  must 
be  ready  to  fight. 

Training  to  survive  a chemical  attack 
began  5 a. m.  July  15  when  Camp  Grayling 
was  “attacked”  with  inert  gas.  Everyone  im- 
mediately donned  full  protective  chemical 
clothing:  face  mask,  jacket,  pants,  rubber 
gloves  and  rubber  over  boots.  They  then  con- 
tinued with  their  scheduled  training  until  1 1 
a.m.  when  the  all-clear  was  issued. 

Although  the  soldiers  stayed  in  their  pro- 
tective suits  six  hours  as  planned,  Wilk  noted 
problems. 

Some  soldiers  did  not  have  complete  suits 
and  others  used  theirs  as  protection  from  the 
cold  and  rain. 

“Some  soldiers  don’t  realize  the  effect  of 
a chemical  attack,”  Wilk  said.  “If  this  was 
real,  these  soldiers  would  be  casualties  if  they 
did  that.” 

The  REDEX  ’87  training  schedule  was 


DIRTY  BATTL 


Lieutenant  Thomas  Jurecki  of  the  1437th  Engineer 
tions  to  Patrick  J.  Reighard,  president  of  Reighard 
program  called  Boss-Lift  in  which  employers 
look  at  the  training  their  employees  receive. 


heavy  for  everyone  but  no  more  so  than  for 
the  engineers.  Working  at  a feverish  pace, 
the  engineers  built  bridges,  improved  roads 
and  practiced  demolition. 

The  1437th  Engineer  Company  (Assault 
Ribbon  Bridge)  stationed  at  Howe  Lake, 
honed  their  bridge  building  skills  daily  and 
received  assistance  from  the  Pennsylvania 
Army  National  Guard.  The  Pennsylvania 
Guardsmen  used  their  CH-54,  Skycrane, 
helicopters  to  lower  sections  of  the  bridge 


Captain  John  T.  Kahler  leads  Company  F (Long  Ran 
Patrol)  425th  Infantry  during  the  Annual  Review  a 
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AT  REDEX  87 


pany  of  Sault  Sainte  Marie  explains  bridging  opera- 
national  Trucks.  Reighard  participated  in  a special 
up  Grayling  during  REDEX  ’87  to  get  a first  hand 


into  the  lake  for  the  1437th  engineers  to 
assemble. 

In  the  meantime,  the  1436th,  supported  by 
D Company,  142nd  Engineer  Battalion,  was 
busy  raising  dust  as  they  extended  and  im- 
proved a 5-mile  stretch  of  Howe  Road.  Al- 
though the  1436th  can  usually  complete  one 
mile  of  roadwork  a day,  they  spent  four  days 
rescraping  and  regrading  work  they  had  pre- 
viously done. 

In  another  joint  operation,  the  1436th  and 


D Company  worked  with  the  Crawford 
County  Road  Commission  to  rebuild  the 
Polac  Bridge  on  the  AuSable  Trail  north  of 
M-72. 

According  to  Maj.  Michael  E.  Carr, 
Operations  Officer  for  the  207th  Engineer 
Battalion,  county  officials  requested  help. 
Pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to  help,  a 
team  of  engineers  from  the  1436th  arrived 
at  Camp  Grayling  July  6 to  begin  work. 

“We  had  to  have  the  job  completed  by 
Saturday,  the  first  day  of  the  exercise  so  D 
Company  could  come  in  and  do  their  work,” 
Carr  said. 

D Company  was  to  work  on  the  bridge 
abutments.  However,  supply  problems  de- 
layed work.  Consequently,  time  ran  out  for 
the  engineers  and  Crawford  County  will 
finish  the  bridge. 

While  other  engineers  were  busy  with  con- 
struction, D Company,  107th  Engineer  Bat- 
talion, were  practicing  their  demolition  skills. 

According  to  2nd  Lt.  William  R.  Kangas, 
the  company’s  mission  was  to  create  ob- 
stacles to  enemy  movements.  To  do  this,  the 
engineers  blow  up  bridges,  roads  and  any- 
thing else  to  slow  the  enemy. 

At  another  field  site,  combat  training  pro- 
gressed as  Company  F,  (Long  Range  Recon- 
naisance  Patrol),  425th  Infantry,  hosted  60 
members  of  the  British  Special  Air  Services 
(SAS).  In  an  exchange  program,  the  British 
SAS  trained  with  Company  F while  60  Pon- 
tiac guardsmen  traveled  to  England  to  train. 

The  two  groups  conducted  a joint  para- 
chute jump,  fired  the  M-16  rifle,  the  M-60 
machine  gun,  used  the  MILES  (Multiple  In- 
tegrated Laser  Engagement  System),  held  a 
15-mile  road  march  and  a rappelling  exer- 
cise using  British  techniques  and  equipment. 

While  living  in  the  field  for  eight  con- 


Reconnaissance 
amp  Grayling. 


Howitzers  of  the  1st  Battalion  119th  Field  Artillery’s  Honor  Battery  salute  the 
Adjutant  General  during  the  Annual  Review  at  Camp  Grayling  on  the  23rd  of 
July  1987.  Battery  A is  commanded  by  Capt.  Kenneth  J.  Hoffman. 


tinuous  days  can  be  uncomfortable,  it  would 
be  unbearable  were  it  not  for  the  services  of 
the  460th  Service  and  Support  Company. 
The  460th  operated  field  showers,  field  laun- 
dry and  fresh  drinking  water  to  the  troops 
during  REDEX  ’87. 

The  460th  also  provided  freshly  baked 
bread  daily  to  troops  in  the  field.  The  bakery 
platoon  is  capable  of  turning  out  750 
2-pound  loaves  of  bread  a day.  However, 
problems  with  the  large  field  ovens  forced 
the  bakers  to  operate  from  a dining  facility 
on  post.  Consequently,  they  had  to  scale 
down  production  and  produce  approxi- 
mately 330  loaves  a day. 

Phase  III  began  Monday,  July  20.  In  this 
phase,  units  performed  the  Army  Readiness 
and  Training  Evaluation  Program  (ARTEP) 
tasks.  While  performing  the  ARTEP,  units 
must  meet  the  same  performance  standards 
as  the  Regular  Army. 

The  1433rd  Engineer  Company  not  only 
met  those  standards  for  assembling  the 
Bailey  Bridge,  they  did  it  five  minutes  under 
the  time  allotted.  The  engineers  were  proud 
of  the  feat  because  they  did  it  with  13  fewer 
people  than  required. 

Sharing  their  expertise  with  the  1432nd 
and  1437th  Engineer  Companies,  engineers 
from  the  1433rd  participated  in  a round- 
robin,  cross-training  session  with  the  other 
companies.  During  this  exercise,  the  en- 
gineers rotated  between  three  sites  and 
learned  how  to  assemble  the  Bailey  Bridge, 
the  Medium  Girder  Bridge  (MGB)  and  the 
Assault  Ribbon  Bridge. 

As  the  training  period  drew  to  a close,  sol- 
diers began  sprucing  up  for  the  traditional 
parade.  As  in  the  past,  several  awards  were 
presented.  The  awards  were:  The  Stewart 
Award  to  Spec.  4 Mark  Borton,  Company 
B,  156th  Signal  Battalion,  Kalamazoo; 
Rasmus  Hansen  Award  to  Staff  Sgt.  Carl  J. 
Schoemer,  Detachment  1,  746th  Ordnance 
Company,  Howell;  Superior  Unit  Award  to 
Company  A,  107th  Engineer  Battalion,  Cal- 
umet; 2nd  Annual  Retired  Officer  Award 
Scholarship  to  Spec.  4 Jerald  T.  Coon,  Com- 
bat Support  Company,  1st  Battalion,  125th 
Infantry,  Flint;  1985  State  National  Guard 
Trophy  to  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Detachment,  207th  Engineer  Battalion,  Bay 
City;  1986  State  National  Guard  Trophy  to 
1439th  Engineer  Detachment,  Grayling. 

Before  he  left  Camp  Grayling,  Maj.  Gen. 
Burdick  had  praise  for  the  performance  of 
the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard. 

“I  have  been  very  much  impressed  with 
the  soldiers  and  I know  in  talking  with  Gen- 
eral Andrews  that  they  have  undergone  stren- 
uous training  this  summer.  The  Michigan 
Guard  is  at  108  percent  of  authorized 
strength  and  continues  to  work  toward  im- 
proving their  individual  and  collective  train- 
ing. In  short,  you  have  an  excellent  Michi- 
gan Army  National  Guard.  I’m  just  proud 
to  be  associated  with  all  the  soldiers  in  Mich- 
igan,” Burdick  said. 

by  Sgt.  Sharlene  Rhines 
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REDEX  ’87  SCRAPBOOK  — 


All  colors  of  the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard  are  massed  at  the  Annual  Review  except  those  battalions  who  performed  their  Annual 
Training  at  a different  time.  Photo  by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson. 


Private  Joseph  B.  Rosendall,  a resident  of 
Grand  Rapids,  dispatches  vehicles  by  field 
telephone  from  the  rear  end  of  a two-and-a- 
half-ton  truck.  Rosendall’s  unit,  the  1432nd 
Engineer  Company,  Wyoming,  Mich,  is  par- 
ticipating in  the  Michigan  National  Guard’s 
annual  training,  July  11-25,  at  Camp  Gray- 
ling. Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M.  Springer. 


Specialist  Gerry  L.  Zimmer,  a Mt.  Morris  resident,  checks  the  pH  and  chlorine  levels  of  drink- 
ing water  at  Camp  Grayling.  His  unit,  the  1434th  Quartermaster  Detachment  (Water  Purifi- 
cation) based  in  Flint,  supplies  water  to  Michigan  National  Guard  soldiers.  Zimmer  and  over 
5,000  other  National  Guard  soldiers  are  participating  in  REDEX  87,  an  annual  training  ex- 
ercise at  Camp  Grayling  from  July  11-25.  Photo  by  Spec.  Carla  L.  I.  Pratt. 


Sergeant  Ladd  Dawkin  (left)  and  assistant  gunner  Sgt.  Daniel  L.  Cochran  prepare  the  M-60 
machine  gun  for  an  assault  on  their  position  at  Camp  Grayling.  Their  unit,  C Company, 
156th  Signal  Battalion,  Kalamazoo,  was  participating  in  the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard’s 
annual  training  exercise,  REDEX  87,  July  11-25.  Both  Dawkins  and  Cochran  are  residents 
of  Kalamazoo.  Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M.  Springer. 
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CAMP  GRAYLING 


Explorer  Michael  Ingeson  of  the  Department 
of  Military  Affairs  sponsored  Explorer  Post 
46  bounds  down  the  boards  at  the  rappell- 
ing tower  at  Grayling  Army  Air  Field.  Photo 
by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson. 


Private  Willy  Parsons,  of  Midland,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Bakery  Platoon  of  the  460th  Ser- 
vice and  Support  Company,  cleans  out  the 
mixer  after  220  pounds  of  bread  dough,  that 
will  make  110  loaves  of  bread,  was  finished. 
The  Bakery  Platoon  furnishes  freshly  baked 
bread  to  the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard 
soldiers  living  and  training  in  the  field  dur- 
ing REDEX  87.  Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  M. 
Springer. 


Captain  Daryl  L.  Katalenich,  Lansing,  enters  changes  in  the  schedule  for  convoy  movements 
of  Michigan  Army  National  Guard  soldiers  from  Camp  Grayling  to  their  home  stations  at 
the  end  of  REDEX  87,  the  Guard’s  annual  training  period.  Katalenich  is  a member  of  the 
1009th  Movement  Control  Detachment  located  in  Lansing.  Photo  by  Sgt.  Sharlene  Rhines. 


Specialist  Alfred  J.  Menard,  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  rakes  the  soil  level  under  the  guidance  of 
Staff  Sgt.  Michael  J.  Jago  of  Newberry.  The  men,  members  of  the  1437th  Engineer  Com- 
pany, are  preparing  the  site  so  the  foundations  for  the  Bailey  Bridge  will  be  level.  Members 
of  the  1433rd  Engineer  Company  are  teaching  the  1437th  how  to  build  the  bridge  as  part 
of  a cross-training  exercise  at  Camp  Grayling  during  REDEX  87,  the  Guard’s  annual  train- 
ing exercise.  Photo  by  Sgt.  Sharlene  Rhines. 
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BR1DGEX  ’87 


The  rivers  of  Central  Europe  flow  south 
to  north  and  were  major  crossing  obstacles 
during  the  battle  toward  the  Heartland  of 
Germany  during  World  War  II  and  would 
be  again  in  any  future  conflict. 

In  March  of  1945,  the  Michigan  Army  Na- 
tional Guard’s  107th  Engineer  Battalion, 
then  numbered  the  254th,  constructed  the 
world’s  longest  tactical  floating  bridge  over 
the  Rhine  River  near  the  Remagen  bridge- 
head. The  Victory  Bridge  was  1,370  feet  long 
and  was  built  under  fire  in  only  12  hours. 

Because  of  the  scarcity  of  bridging  units 
in  Seventh  Army  in  Europe,  the  bridge  com- 
panies in  the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard 
are  among  the  earliest  deploying  in  the  event 
of  a Federal  mobilization. 

The  senior  bridge  company  in  the  Michi- 
gan Army  National  Guard  is  the  1437th 
Engineer  Company  (Assault  Ribbon  Bridge) 
at  Sault  Sainte  Marie.  First  Lieutenant 
Joseph  A.  Barrs  is  the  company  commander. 
The  assault  ribbon  bridge  can  carry  a Class 
60  load  and  is  modeled  after  a Soviet  bridge. 
The  1437th  was  mobilized  in  1950  for  the 
Korean  War  and  has  deployed  twice  for  an- 
nual training  in  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany. 

The  1432nd  Engineer  Company  (Medium 
Girder  Bridge)  at  Wyoming  is  commanded 
by  Capt.  Marvin  R.  Deur.  The  medium 
girder  bridge  is  made  of  magnesium  and  is 
of  British  design.  The  MGB  replaces  the 
venerable  Bailey  Bridge  of  World  War  II 
fame. 

The  venerable  M-2  Bailey  Bridge,  named 


A CH-54  Skycrane  heavy-lift  helicopter  from  the  Pennsylvania  Army  National  Guard 
lowers  one  bay  of  the  1437th  Engineer  Company’s  Assault  Ribbon  Bridge  onto 
Howe’s  Lake  during  BRIDGEX  ’87. 


after  the  British  architect  who  designed  it, 
is  at  South  Haven  and  the  1433rd  Engineer 
Company  (Panel  Bridge)  is  commanded  by 


After  hitting  the  water,  the  bridge  bay  expands,  floats  and  waits  to  be  built  into  an  assault  raft. 


Capt.  Dennis  L.  Knappen.  The  Bailey  Bridge 
can  be  constructed  in  various  configurations 
and  at  its  best  can  carry  a Class  60  load. 

The  1 146th  Engineer  Detachment  is  a light 
tactical  raft  (LTR)  unit  and  is  commanded 
by  1st  Lt.  George  A.  Lakotish.  The  1146th 
recently  was  relocated  from  Manistique  in 
Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula  to  Bay  City. 

At  REDEX  ’87,  the  46th  Engineer  Group 
conducted  a bridging  exercise  (BRIDGEX 
’87)  at  Howe’s  Lake  that  involved  all  three 
bridge  companies  and  the  1146th  Engineer 
Detachment.  Each  company  cross  trained  on 
each  other’s  bridge  and  the  LTR.  The  train- 
ing value  was  not  only  that  each  bridge 
builder  became  proficient  on  all  military 
bridging  in  the  inventory  but  that  each 
became  proficient  as  an  instructor  on  his  own 
bridge  or  raft.  In  a combat  situation,  mem- 
bers of  a bridge  company  would  become 
cadre  and  combat  engineers  or  infantry 
would  be  the  bridge  builders. 

When  the  254th  Engineer  Battalion  built 
the  Victory  Bridge  over  the  Rhine  River  in 
March  of  1945,  they  used  bridge  supplied  by 
the  990th,  994th  and  998th  Engineer  Tread- 
way Companies  and  Detachment  1 of  the 
508th  Engineer  Light  Pontoon  Company.1 


Three  interior  bays  and  two  end  bays  are  joined  together  to  form  an  assault  ribbon  raft. 
The  27  foot  erection  boat  is  powered  by  twin  diesel  marine  engines. 


1.  Frederick  Stonehouse,  Combat  Engineers!  The 
History  of  the  107th  Engineering  Battalion,  1881-1981. 
107th  Engineer  Association,  1981. 

by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 
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Third  Battalion  126th  Infantry 
Machinegun  Team  On  The  Way  Again 


In  an  article  in  the  June  issue  of  the 
Wolverine  Guard  that  reported  how  the 
M-60  machinegun  team  from  3rd  Battalion 
126th  Infantry  won  the  United  States  Army 
M-60  machinegun  championship,  Sgt. 
Norman  Plaat,  the  team  captain,  is  quoted 
as  saying,  “In  M-60  competition,  it’s  team 
against  team  and  we’re  going  to  keep  on  win- 
ning.” 

Sergeant  Plaat ’s  prediction  is  coming  true. 
The  M-60  team  from  Third  Battalion  won 
the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard  Ma- 
chinegun Match  that  was  held  at  Camp 
Grayling  on  12  July.  According  to  the  out- 
going State  Marksmanship  Coordinator, 
Maj.  Timothy  G.  Everett,  the  winning  team 
had  the  highest  aggregate  score  ever  fired  in 
the  M-60  competition. 

The  new  Michigan  Army  National  Guard 
Machinegun  Champions  left  nothing  to 
chance  in  getting  prepared  for  the  state  M- 
60  match.  Not  content  to  rest  on  their  All- 
Army  Championship,  they  traveled  to  Camp 
Grayling  on  Thursday,  the  9th  of  July,  and 
camped  out  on  Range  10  and  practiced  for 
three  days  before  the  matches  were  held. 


Bradley  Promoted  at 
Battle  Creek  Base 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  L.  Bradley  III 
has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  Group 
Commander  of  the  1 10th  Tactical  Air  Sup- 
port Group,  located  at  the  Battle  Creek  Air 
National  Guard  Base.  In  this  position  Brad- 
ley is  responsible  for  the  management  of  over 
$50  million  in  capital  assets  as  well  as  the 
leadership  of  approximately  250  full-time 
personnel  and  an  additional  700  “part-time” 
Air  Guardsmen. 

The  veteran  Guardsman  replaces  Colonel 
Ronald  L.  Seely,  who  will  be  attending  the 
Naval  War  College  in  Newport,  Rhode 
Island.  Bradley  had  previously  served  the 
unit  as  a Squadron  Operations  Officer,  Com- 
mander of  the  172nd  Tactical  Air  Support 
Squadron,  and  most  recently  as  Deputy 
Commander  of  Operations. 

Bradley  originally  joined  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  in  1966,  following  his  graduation  from 
the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  where  he  re- 
ceived both  his  BA  degree  and  his  ROTC 
commission.  While  on  active  duty  he  flew 
over  600  combat  hours  in  an  0-2  aircraft  in 
Southeast  Asia,  followed  by  tours  as  instruc- 
tor pilot  and  as  an  Air  Force  Advisor  to  the 
local  unit.  He  became  a full-time  technician 
at  the  Battle  Creek  Base  in  1974. 

The  new  Commander  is  a native  of  Ab- 
ingdon, Virginia,  and  now  resides  with  his 
wife  Marilyn  and  their  two  children  at  517 
South  Moorland  in  Battle  Creek. 


The  winning  team  consisted  of  Team 
Coach,  Staff  Sgt.  Chuck  E.  Linville,  Team 
Captain  and  First  Gunner,  Sgt.  Norman 
Plaat,  Second  Gunner,  Spec.  Darryl  Van 
Beek.  Staff  Sergeant  Randall  Pulaski  and 
Spec.  David  R.  Schneider  are  alternate  gun- 
ners with  Spec.  Art  Dreyer  is  the  team  “Pit 
Puller.” 

The  next  matches  are  the  Wilson  Match 
at  Camp  Robinson,  Arkansas  and  the  Fourth 
United  States  Army  Machinegun  Match. 
Best  of  luck,  Champs! 

by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  G.  Cutler 


Lieutenant  Colonel  John  L.  Bradley  III 


Machinegun  competitors  observe  the  win- 
ning techniques  of  the  United  States  Army 
Machinegun  Champions  from  the  3rd  Bat- 
talion 126th  Infantry  as  they  attempt  to  win 
the  Michigan  Army  National  Guard  Ma- 
chinegun Trophy. 


Cutler  Transfers 
to  Alpena 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  G.  Cutler  has 
been  appointed  Base  Commander  of  the 
Phelps-Collins  Permanent  Field  Training 
Site,  located  at  Alpena.  Phelps-Collins  is  one 
of  four  training  sites  in  the  U.S.  used  by  the 
Air  National  Guard  to  train  its  personnel. 
The  appointment  was  announced  by  Briga- 
dier General  Arthur  Tesner,  the  Assistant 
Adjutant  for  Air  in  Michigan. 

Cutler  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  in 
July,  1970,  and  received  his  officer’s  com- 
mission in  July,  1971.  He  graduated  from 
pilot  training  in  September,  1972,  and  joined 
the  Air  National  Guard  unit  in  Battle  Creek, 
the  110th  Tactical  Air  Support  Group,  the 
following  month.  He  has  over  4,000  flying 
hours  and  has  maintained  mission  ready 
status  in  tactical  aircraft  for  15  years  while 
flying  the  0-2A  and  the  A-37. 

Prior  to  assuming  his  new  position  Cutler 
served  the  Battle  Creek  unit  as  Battalion  For- 
ward Air  Controller,  Chief  of  Safety,  Squad- 
ron Operations  Officer,  and  most  recently 
as  Commander  of  the  172nd  Tactical  Air 
Support  Squadron. 

The  Air  National  guardsman  received  his 
B.A.  degree  from  Western  Michigan  Univer- 
sity in  1970,  majoring  in  mathematics  and 
secondary  education. 

Cutler,  his  wife  Chris,  and  their  two  sons 
now  reside  at  4283  Council  Crest  Circle  in 
Battle  Creek,  but  will  be  moving  to  the 
Alpena  area  in  August. 
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Photo  by  Spec.  Thomas  Springer 


Battle  Books 

Battle  Books  is  a review  of  books  of  a general  military  nature.  The 
opinions  are  those  of  the  reviewer  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  those 
of  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs. 

THE  SHORT-TIMERS 

Parody  (par’e  de)  n.  pi.  -dies.  1.  A literary  or  artistic  work  that 
broadly  mimics  an  author’s  characteristic  style  and  holds  it  up  to 
ridicule. 

Second  College  Edition,  The  American  Heritage  Dictionary. 

The  success  of  a literary  parody  is  how  close  the  parody  is  to  the 
original.  I was  almost  halfway  through  Gustav  Hasford’s  The  Short- 
Timers  before  I realized  I was  being  had. 

The  Short-Timers  is  divided  into  three  sections.  The  first  is  “The 
Spirit  of  the  Bayonet”  which  is  about  Marine  boot  camp  at  Parris 
Island  off  of  South  Carolina.  It  is  a fairly  good  section  that  has  your 
standard,  sadistic  Marine  Corps  Drill  Instructor  making  lean,  mean 
killing  machines  out  of  hick  country  boys  and  ditty-boppers  from  Dee- 
troit,  Michigan. 

It  was  in  the  second  section,  “Body  Count,”  that  I realized  I was 
reading  a parody  of  all  of  the  worst  ever  written  about  the  Vietnam 
War. 

The  passage  that  convinced  me  of  this  occurs  dining  the  Seige  of 
Hue  in  1968.  Lieutenant  Shortround’s  platoon  is  moving  out  after 
a short  break . . . 

“Moving,  rich  kids.  Saddle  up.  Craze,  get  your  people  on 
their  feet.” 


Alice  steps  up  with  a machete  in  one  hand  and  a blue  canvas 
shopping  bag  in  the  other.  He  kneels.  With  two  blows  of  the 
machete,  Alice  chops  off  the  NVA  corporal’s  feet.  He  picks 
up  each  foot  by  the  big  toe  and  drops  it  into  the  blue  shopping 
bag.  “This  gook  was  a very  hard  dude.  Number  one!  Big 
Magic.” 

We  have  all  heard  war  stories  about  the  sick  Vietnam  veteran  who 
chopped  the  ears  off  of  dead  North  Vietnamese  soldiers.  We  have 
all  heard  of  him  but  do  you  actually  know  of  anyone  who  collected 
enemy  ears?  No,  and  neither  do  I.  The  war  story  about  ears  has  been 
around  for  almost  a quarter  of  a century  now  and  will  not  go  away. 
We  don’t  actually  know  of  anyone  who  did  this  but  we’ve  all  heard 
of  “ . . .my  cousin’s  wife’s  brother  was  in  Vietnam  and  he  knew  this 
crazy  Ranger  who  had  Viet  Cong  ears  in  a vodka  bottle,  Man!” 

It  is  this  kind  of  wretched  excess  in  the  literature  being  written  about 
the  Vietnam  War  that  Gustav  Hasford  is  bringing  to  light  through 
the  literary  device  of  parody. 

Gustav  Hasford  served  as  a combat  correspondent  with  the  First 
Marine  Division  during  the  Vietnam  War  and  when  he  isn’t  making 
light  of  other  writing  about  the  War,  his  descriptions  about  the 
thoughts  and  dreams  of  Marine  infantrymen  in  a bitter  war  are  haun- 
ting and  poignant. 

The  Short-Timers  should  be  read  for  what  it  really  is,  a parody  of 
all  the  wildest  war  stories  you  have  ever  heard  about  Vietnam.  And 
then  talk  to  someone  who  was  there. 

I do  not  feel  too  badly  about  almost  being  hooked  by  Hasford’s 
parody.  Newsweek  magazine  reviewed  the  book  when  it  was  released 
in  1979  and  told  millions  of  readers,  “The  savage  face  of  war  un- 
masked. The  best  work  of  fiction  about  the  Vietnam  War.” 

The  Short-Timers  has  been  made  into  a motion  picture  titled  Full 
Metal  Jacket.  When  you  watch  Stanley  Kubrick’s  characters  do  odd 
and  strange  things  on  the  silver  screen,  remember  that  parody  func- 
tions the  same  in  the  film  industry  as  it  does  in  literature. 

The  Short-Timers  by  Gustav  Hasford.  Bantam  Books,  1979,  $3.95, 
180  pages. 


Lessons  Learned:  Detroit  Riot 


After  the  Detroit  Riot  of  1967  the  Michi- 
gan Army  National  Guard  intensified  its  riot 
control  training. 

Immediately  after  the  1967  Detroit  Riot, 
the  746th  Maintenance  Battalion  built  thirty 
“people  movers”  for  use  in  crowd  control 
situations.  The  “turkey  boxes”  were  engi- 
neered by  Master  Sgt.  “Sam”  Eaton  who  re- 
tired from  the  Michigan  Army  National 
Guard  in  1976.  The  protective  cages  are  de- 
signed to  quickly  fit  over  an  M-151  quarter 
ton  jeep.  When  the  cages  were  constructed, 
they  were  distributed  to  Michigan  Army  Na- 
tional Guard  units  around  the  Lower  Penin- 
sula. They  are  still  used  today  in  civil  distur- 
bance training. 

First  Sergeant  John  Enright  designed  a 
light  set  that  fit  in  the  pintle  of  a fifty  calibre 
machinegun  mount  on  the  M-113  Armored 
Personnel  Carrier.  The  light  set  uses  six  air- 
craft landing  lights  and  can  be  aimed  like  a 
weapon.  Master  Sergeant  Eaton  and  1st  Sgt. 
Enright  manufactured  10  of  the  light  sets  and 
distributed  them  to  the  field. 

Today,  each  Michigan  National  Guard- 
soldier  is  required  to  undergo  twenty  hours 
of  training  in  civil  disturbance  control  and 
select  units  are  required  to  undergo  a Civil 
Disturbance  Operational  Readiness  Evalua- 
tion (CDORE)  to  ensure  that  the  unit  can 
function  properly  in  a civil  disturbance. 

by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 


An  armored  shield  and  protective  wire  comprise  the  “turkey  cages”  that  were  devised  to 
fit  over  M-151  Jeeps  to  protect  their  occupants  during  civil  control  disturbances  after  the 
Detroit  Riot  of  1967. 
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Photo  by  Ray  Huby 


Michigan  Guard  Sports 


Lt.  Col.  Oom  Named  To  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Bernie  Oom,  com- 
mander of  the  746th  Maintenance  Battalion 
and  a Hasting  High  School  Industrial  Arts 
teacher  for  twenty-two  years  has  been  named 
to  the  Michigan  High  School  Baseball 
Coaches  Hall  of  Fame. 

Only  persons  who  have  coached  baseball 
for  at  least  twenty  years  at  a secondary 
school,  five  as  the  head  coach,  won  at  least 
250  games,  and  coached  in  Michigan  for  ten 
years  are  eligible.  Lt.  Col.  Oom  was  honored 
on  17  June  at  the  All-Star  and  Hall-of-Fame 
Banquet  at  Zuccaro’s  in  Mount  Clemens. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Oom  has  coached  var- 
sity baseball  at  Hastings  High  School  since 
1966  and  has  only  had  six  losing  seasons.  He 
has  an  overall  lose  record  of  254-181. 

Oom  is  a 1969  graduate  of  Western  Mich- 


igan University  and  received  a commission 
in  Armor  from  Western’s  Reserve  Officer 
Training  Corps.  He  branch  transferred  to 
Ordnance  and  was  commander  of  the  1072nd 
Maintenance  Company  during  the  1967 
Detroit  Riot.  He  assumed  command  of  the 
746th  Maintenance  Battalion  in  November 
of  1985. 

Asked  how  he  felt  about  this  honor,  Oom 
replied,  “I’m  in  some  pretty  good  company. 
My  biggest  gain  has  been  the  meaningful 
contact  with  many,  many  fine  athletes  from 
Hastings  High  School.  I have  many  super 
memories  through  coaching.  I hope  I have 
been  able  to  return  just  a portion  of  what 
I have  received.” 

by  Maj.  Michael  H.  Johnson 


The  Chief  and  His  Round  Ball  Team 


What  do  you  do  when  a girl’s  basketball 
team  is  floundering  and  needs  improvement? 
Call  in  the  Air  National  Guard,  what  else! 

In  this  case,  it  was  Chief  Master  Sergeant 
Fred  Walker  to  the  rescue.  Walker  is  the 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  of  Management 
Systems  at  the  Battle  Creek  Air  National 
Guard  Base,  MI,  where  he  has  been  an  Air 
National  Guardsman  since  1962. 

It  began  in  1980,  when  Chief  Walker’s 
daughter  Elizabeth  played  on  an  Athens 
Junior  Varsity  girl’s  team  that  had  a record 
of  two  wins  and  sixteen  losses.  That  really 
bothered  the  Chief.  “That  team  really 
needed  improvement.  I just  knew  that  they 
had  the  material.” 

The  next  year  when  Walker  took  over,  he 
immediately  turned  around  the  program  and 
started  out  with  a winning  season  of  ten  wins 
and  nine  losses.  In  1982  he  improved  to  10- 
8,  followed  by  14-4,  a perfect  20-0,  and  in 

1985  his  JV  team  went  13-6.  In  the  fall  of 

1986  he  again  achieved  perfection  with  an- 
other 20-0  season. 

How  does  the  Chief  do  it?  “I  just  estab- 
lish a good  rapport  with  my  girls,  and  con- 
vince them  they  can  win.  It’s  very  important 
that  I instill  confidence  in  every  girl.” 

One  can  immediately  sense  the  Chief’s 
pride  in  his  girls.  “One  of  the  girls  I coached 
is  now  the  JV  volleyball  coach  at  our  school, 
and  another  is  going  to  school  in  London. 
Six  of  the  nine  members  of  my  first  team 
went  on  to  college,  and  one  played  varsity 
ball.”  The  Chief  later  confided,  ”1  get  paid 
for  doing  this,  but  I would  do  it  for  noth- 
ing!” 

What  about  the  future?  “In  1987  I hope 
to  get  my  100th  coaching  victory.  And  maybe 
someday  I would  like  to  coach  at  the  varsity 
level.” 


Walker  concluded,  “Working  with  these 
young  kids  is  just  fantastic!”  Undoubtedly 
his  team  and  their  parents  feel  the  same  way 
about  Chief  Master  Sergeant  Fred  Walker, 
another  Air  Guardsman  who  settles  for  noth- 
ing short  of  doing  his  best.” 


"Undertake  something  that  is 
difficult;  it  will  do  you  good. 
Unless  you  try  to  do  something 
beyond  what  you  have  already 
mastered,  you  will  never  grow." 

— Ronald  E.  Osborn, 
clergyman  and  author 


Lt.  Col.  Bernard  Oom  in  his  other  uniform, 
that  of  Hastings  High  School  Baseball 
Coach. 
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Photo  by  Master  Sgt.  Gaylord  Maxson  Photo  courtesy  of  the  Hastings  Banner 


Michigan  Army  and  Air  National  Guard  Promotions 

Editor’s  note:  The  Michigan  Army  National  Guard  promotion  list  is  generated  from  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs  Standard  Installation  and  Division 
Personnel  Reporting  System  (SIDPERS).  This  issue  carries  Army  Guard  promotions  from  1 July  to  4 August  1987.  The  Michigan  Air  National  Guard  promo- 
tions are  for  the  month  of  July  1987. 


PFC 

Almli,  Keith  A. 

Ball,  Charles  A. 
Barragan,  Rudolph  G. 
Berndt,  Scott  R. 
Blacker,  Jimmie  D.  Jr. 
Blaker,  Mark  A. 
Brewster,  Darren  A. 
Burgeson,  Ronald  A. 
Burnette,  Michael  E. 
Chamas,  Jihad  K. 
Chambers,  Terron  D. 
Cook,  Lee  C. 

Croley,  Christopher  C. 


Cross,  Jeffrey  H. 
Dalgord,  Marshall  W. 
Demars,  Joseph  F. 
Denney,  Craig  M. 
Doherty,  Timothy  A. 
Doyle,  Tracy  L. 
Faucett,  Leon 
Ferguson,  Mark  S. 
Foster,  Paul  Jr. 

Fritz,  Daniel  E. 
Girardin,  Eric  B. 
Gudwer,  Thomas  J. 
Hall,  William  C. 


Harris,  Kirk  D. 

Harris,  Kim  D. 

Henley,  Paul  A. 

Ihander,  Ronald  F. 
Johnson,  Olaf  A. 

Jones,  Bernard 
Jones,  Timothy  D. 

Kelley,  Andrew  J. 

Kenny,  Dwayne 
Lee,  Judy  E. 

Levandowski,  Randall  W. 
Lindsay,  Karen  A. 
Malone,  James  A. 


SPECIALIST  FOURTH  CLASS 


Addicott,  Todd  M. 
Ahola,  Kenneth  J. 
Andrews,  Robert  D. 
Aponte,  Winfredo 
Ashley,  Richard  W. 
Avis,  Jeffrey  G. 
Bailey,  Brock  W. 
Banaszak,  Mark  J. 
Barrios,  Quinn 
Benjamin,  Albert  M. 
Bermudez,  Adam  O. 
Bernat,  James  E. 
Bidwell,  Andrew  M. 
Blood,  Michael  T. 
Bollinger,  David  A. 
Brown,  John  L. 
Burmeister,  Joel  E. 
Caduto,  Anthony  J. 
Caron,  Howard  D. 
Carter,  Thomas  J. 
Chapman,  Robert  J. 

SERGEANT 

Aikens,  Donald  J. 
Anderson,  Thomas  M. 
Armstrong,  Vickie  L. 
Bechtel,  Gaert  S. 
Blodgett,  Dyrinda  M. 
Braxton,  Terrance 
Bryant,  Charles  V. 
Cotton,  Willie  Jr. 
Croad,  Robert  N. 


Click,  James  W. 
Coleman,  Douglas  A. 
Courtney,  Richard  E. 
Coxworth,  Bruce  M. 
Croft,  William  K. 
Cruse,  Larry  J. 
Czarnik,  Mark  A. 
Dargis,  David  D. 
Davidson,  Julius  L. 
Devore,  Randy  S. 
Doss,  Patrick  D. 
Drushel,  Kevin  J. 
Dunkel,  William  K. 
Durling,  Rory  E. 
Fabiano,  Roger  L. 
Ford,  Anthony  H. 
Fuller,  Geoffrey  W. 
Gamez,  Jose  A. 
Gary,  James  L. 
Gatchell,  Ronald  W. 
Genge,  Robert  D. 


Crook,  Chad  R. 
Cullimore,  Joseph  E. 
Dawkins,  Ladd 
Duhadway,  James  P. 
Edwards,  Jamille  L. 
Ellis,  Richard  D. 
Evans,  William  J. 
Goetz,  Peter  R.  Jr. 
Goltz,  Barry  S. 


STAFF  SERGEANT 


Algren,  Scott  V. 
Allen,  David  J. 
Augustine,  Ronald  J. 
Beck,  Gary  Duane 
Benny,  Robert  F. 
Curtis,  Timothy  D. 


Dingman,  Kenneth  A. 
Durgan,  Frank  D. 
Fritz,  Debra  K. 
Germain,  Gary  P. 
Green,  Robert  A. 
Hatt,  Gerald  L. 


Goff,  Gerald  G. 
Graham,  Tavis  J. 

Hall,  Scottie 
Hancock,  Ricky  J. 
Harris,  Mark  A. 
Haske,  Duane  R. 
Helenius,  Bradley  J. 
Hill,  Carl  L.  II 
Hopkins,  Scotty  D. 
Jackson,  Anthony  L. 
James,  Joel  H. 
Janigan,  Robert  L.  Jr. 
Johnson,  David  W. 
Johnston,  Brian  K. 
Kangas,  Joseph  E. 
Kastar,  Jay  A. 

Kirk,  Lynden  B. 
Kitchen,  Kirtland  M. 
Kopec,  Kevin  F. 

Kring,  Shelley  A. 
Kruse,  Raymond  S. 
Lange,  Robert  N. 


Gross,  Howard  W.  Jr. 
Harris,  James  W. 
Hodge,  Jomo  F. 
Hunter,  Richard  B. 
Janutolo,  Albert  J. 
Jennings,  Douglas 
Johnivan,  Dennis  L. 
Kenner,  Wilmer  G. 
Lucker,  Leon  E. 


Hoggard,  George  F. 
Irelan,  Michael  E. 
Kurka,  Jeffrey  J. 
Lamoreaux,  Clyde  M. 
Laser,  Gordon  K. 
Legg,  Douglas  L. 


1ST  SERGEANT 

Bussiere,  Donald  J. 
Fournier,  Richard  L. 
Kusz,  Gary  E. 


SERGEANT  FIRST  CLASS 

Bassett,  Edward  H. 

Damoth,  Marshall  D. 

Dushane,  Leo  J.  Jr. 

Felske,  Theodore  M. 

Lutz,  Edward  L. 

Malwitz,  Edward  J. 

Williams,  Elzory  C. 


Maloney,  David  J. 
Michaels,  Thomas  J. 
Morgan,  Kenneth  L. 
Morren,  David  J. 
Morrison,  Roderick  S. 
Muszynski,  Daniel  W. 
Napora,  Joseph  H. 
Nedza,  Michael  E. 
Obermiller,  Timothy  G. 
Ordway,  Robert  G. 
Pereida,  Charles  M. 
Pickell,  Anthony  D. 
Quada,  Thomas  F. 

Lapalm,  Allen  G. 
Lashley,  William  A. 
Lauck,  Frederick 
Lavia,  Bernard  O. 
Leseney,  Kevin  C. 

Little,  Tony  E. 
McAllister,  Daniel  R. 
McGuigan,  Bruce  F. 
McMillen,  Billy  J. 
McMillon,  Maxine 
Miller,  Edward  R. 
Miller,  Calvin  L. 

Miller,  Donald  G. 
Moore,  Stanley  E. 
Moore,  Oliver 
Moore,  Frank 
Nessan,  Timothy  J. 
Ochodnicky,  Gregory  R. 
Oehring,  Russell  M. 
Ogren,  Phillip  G. 
Onwenu,  Patrick  N. 
Overbeek,  Harry  P. 


Rahn,  James  E. 

Rangel,  Raul  Jr. 

Ranta,  Ricky  J. 

Rickert,  John  R. 

Rose,  Roger  A. 
Rosendaul,  Michael  R. 
Roznowski,  Anthony  L. 
Sadler,  William  H. 
Schermer,  Eric  J. 
Schultz,  Darian  J. 
Seaborn,  Curtis 
Sims,  Donnie  F. 

Smith,  Dirk  A. 


Parkinen,  Paul  B. 
Patrick,  Matthew  S. 
Peterson,  Donald  E. 
Pitchford,  Russell  L. 
Powell,  Gerald  L. 
Pringle,  Joseph  D. 
Quinn,  Timothy  J. 
Riefstahl,  Rudolf  M.  II 
Riege,  Terry  W. 

Roney,  Eric 
Rossiter,  Thomas  R. 
Russell,  Randy  S. 
Schue,  Brian  E. 
Scoville,  Steven  L. 
Shears,  Keith  J. 
Sherburn,  David  L. 
Simpson,  Grace  I. 
Smith,  Kelly  L. 

Smith,  Timothy  C. 
Smith,  Karen  J. 

Smith,  Holly  L. 

Snell,  Frank  N.  II 


Smith,  James  D. 
Stratman,  Joseph  M. 
Tabb,  Michael  O. 
Traxler,  William  R. 
Trudgeon,  Rene  D. 
Walker,  James  A.  Jr. 
Wallace,  James  D. 
Waltz,  Daniel  A. 

Ward,  Robert  D. 
Wierzbicki,  Mark  R. 
Williamson,  Clarence  Jr. 
Wilson,  Richard  J. 
Wright,  David  A. 


Sorensen,  Craig  P. 
Stebbins,  Todd  A. 
Stenberg,  Michael  B. 
Stowe,  Daniel  M. 
Sutton,  Roger  K. 
Taylor,  Michael  W. 
Thomas,  David  S. 
Turbin,  Jeffrey  S. 
Tyler,  William  L. 
Ward,  Van 
Warner,  Rhonda  A. 
Watros,  Ricky  A. 
Williams,  Howard  A. 
Wills,  Matthew  T. 
Wilson,  Faith  M. 
Wolf,  Alan  C. 

Wolfe,  Robert  V. 
Wolfe,  Lance  J. 
Wyche,  Elonor  F. 
Young,  William  D. 
Zuniga,  Juan  A.  Jr. 


Lyons,  Douglas  J. 
McShane,  Timothy  W. 
Miller,  James  B.  Jr. 
Morales,  Tamera  B. 
Nye,  Montgomery  C. 
Pare,  Gary  L. 

Petro,  Joseph  W. 
Raby,  Gerald  W. 
Ronfeldt,  Christian 


Samuelson,  Tamara  L. 
Sawdon,  Carol  M. 
Scott,  Harry  E.  Jr. 
Shafer,  Clair  E. 
Sherman,  Erick  R. 
Speck,  John  D. 

Stutz,  Robert  P. 
Temple,  Tony  K. 
Thomas,  Roy  D. 


Vancoevering,  Nicholas  G. 
Vanweelde,  Jeffrey  D. 
Warfle,  Glenn  R. 

West,  Timothy  C. 

Williams,  Kevin  C. 

Woods,  Anthony  C. 
Worthington,  Kenneth  R.  Jr. 


Lewis,  Virgil  A. 
Luckie,  R.  D.  Jr. 
Masten,  Clifford  W. 
Porras,  Henry  C.  I 
Pruka,  Kenneth  M. 
Randall,  Jimmy  D. 


Richileau,  Daniel  R. 
Scarbrough,  Sam 
Servis,  Jack  L. 
Showerman,  Robert  E. 
Sullivan,  Dannie  R. 
Swette,  David  K. 


Torressoto,  Angel  G. 
Walkendorf,  Mark 
Washegesic,  Robert  J. 
Welling,  Russell  R. 


PLATOON  SERGEANT 

Braspenick,  Joseph  F.  Jr. 

Nepper,  Stephen  J. 

Ritchie,  Robert  D. 

Tharp,  Calvin  J. 


SERGEANT  MAJOR 

Oakley,  Carl  R. 

Paquette,  Lee  J. 

Segalin,  Robert  A. 

Williamson,  Willie  G. 
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ROTC  OPPORTUNITIES  ABOUND 


Are  you  planning  to  attend  college  or 
presently  attending  college?  Is  a member  of 
your  family  planning  to  attend  college  or 
presently  attending  college?  Can  you  com- 
plete all  the  requirements  for  commission- 
ing before  reaching  age  30?  Are  you  a full- 
time student  (carrying  12  semester  hours)? 
If  so,  you  should  be  aware  of  some  programs 
and  scholarships  which  are  available  through 
the  Army’s  Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps 
(ROTC). 

The  Army  ROTC  has  two  programs  which 
were  established  with  you,  the  Army  Na- 
tional Guardsoldier,  in  mind.  The  programs 
are  called  the  Simultaneous  Membership 
Progam  (SMP)  and  the  Early  Commission- 
ing Program  (ECP).  Both  programs  give  you 
actual  hands-on  management  experience 
while  you’re  pursuing  your  undergraduate 
degree  as  well  as  providing  financial  aid. 

The  SMP  allows  you  to  remain  a member 
of  the  National  Guard  while  pursuing  a com- 
mission in  the  ROTC  program.  You  receive 
pay  as  an  E-5  (or  at  your  present  rate,  if 
higher  than  E-5)  for  your  training  with  your 
National  Guard  unit.  You  also  receive  a $100 
monthly  subsistence  allowance  for  up  to  20 
school  months  of  the  ROTC  program.  Be- 
tween your  junior  and  senior  years  of  col- 
lege, you  will  attend  the  ROTC  Advanced 
Camp  for  which  you  will  receive  more  than 
$700. 

The  ECP  allows  you  to  be  commissioned 
a Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  National 
Guard  as  early  as  the  end  of  your  sophomore 
year.  To  qualify  you  must  complete  the  Ad- 
vanced ROTC  training  prior  to  graduation 
and  be  accepted  in  an  officer  position  in  an 
Army  National  Guard  unit. 

Scholarships  are  also  available  to  pay  for 
tuition,  required  educational  fees,  and  pro- 
vide an  amount  for  textbooks,  supplies  and 
equipment.  The  scholarships  available  are 


the  4-,  3-,  and  2-year  Army  ROTC  Scholar- 
ships, the  Quality  Enrichment  Program 
(QEP)  Scholarships,  and  the  2-Year  Reserve 
Forces  Duty  (RFD)  Scholarships.  The  Army 
has  forecast  that  they  will  offer  2,000  4-year 
scholarships,  2,194  3-year  scholarships  and 
1,926  2-year  scholarships  for  the  1988-89 
school  year. 

In  all  cases,  the  scholarship  winners  receive 
a $100  monthly  subsistence  allowance  for  10 
months  of  each  year  of  their  scholarship.  The 
scholarships  can  be  used  at  319  colleges 
throughout  the  nation. 

Competition  for  the  Army  ROTC  4-Year 
Scholarships  is  high,  with  more  than  1 1 ,500 
applications  received  for  the  1,500  scholar- 
ships awarded  for  school  year  1987-88.  Ap- 
plications for  the  Army  ROTC  4-Year 
Scholarship  should  be  submitted  not  later 
than  15  August  for  the  early  cycle  selection 
and  not  later  than  1 December  for  the  regular 
selection  cycle.  Therefore,  if  you  are  a junior 
in  high  school  this  year  (school  year  1987- 
88),  you  should  take  your  SAT  or  ACT 
exams  early  next  year  and  apply  for  the 
scholarship  anytime  after  1 April. 

The  4- Year  Quality  Enrichment  Program 
(QEP)  Scholarship  is  a program  for  students 
who  plan  to  attend  a historically  black  col- 
lege. These  colleges  are  listed  in  the  Army 
ROTC  4-Year  Scholarship  Application  form. 

Applications  for  the  3-Year  Army  ROTC 
Scholarships  must  be  submitted  not  later 
than  1 January  of  your  freshman  year  of  col- 
lege and  applications  for  the  Army  ROTC 
2- Year  Scholarships  must  be  submitted  not 
later  than  1 December  of  your  sophomore 
year  of  college. 

Applications  for  the  2- Year  Reserve  Forces 
Duty  (RFD)  Scholarships  must  be  submitted 
to  The  Adjutant  General’s  Office  not  later 
than  1 March  of  your  sophomore  year.  The 
winners  are  announced  on  15  June.  Since  the 


beginning  of  the  RFD  Scholarship  Program, 
the  Army  Guard  has  not  utilized  all  the  RFD 
Scholarships  they  have  been  allotted. 

The  State  of  Michigan  has  eight  institu- 
tions which  offer  ROTC  programs.  Many 
other  colleges  in  Michigan  have  formal  or  in- 
formal cross-enrollment  agreements  to  allow 
students  to  participate  in  ROTC  at  one  of 
the  eight  institutions. 

If  you  are  qualified  for  any  of  these  pro- 
grams or  scholarships  and  want  more  infor- 
mation about  them,  contact  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing Assistant  Professors  of  Military 
Science. 

Michigan  State  University 

Major  Mike  Thompson  (517)  355-1913 

The  University  of  Michigan 

Captain  Alicia  O’Rourke  (313)  764-2400 

Central  Michigan  University 

Major  Roger  Allen  (517)  774-7618 

The  University  of  Detroit 

Major  James  Tolbert,  Jr.  (313)  927-1303 

Western  Michigan  University 

Captain  Max  Riekse  (616)  349-1505 

Northern  Michigan  University 
Captain  Phil  Lennert  (906)  227-2236 

Eastern  Michigan  University 

Captain  Alicia  O’Rourke  (313)  764-2400 

Michigan  Tech 

Major  Roland  Alexander  (906)  482-4481 

Alumni  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
Army  ROTC  or  employees  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  who  are  members  of  the  Mich- 
igan Army  National  Guard  are  asked  to 
please  contact  Capt.  Alicia  O’Rourke,  Army 
ROTC,  University  of  Michigan,  North  Hall, 
Ann  Arbor,  MI  48109-1085  or  telephone 
(313)  764-2400. 

by  Capt.  Alicia  O’Rourke 


Michigan  Army  and 

MASTER  SERGEANT 

Cooper,  Carl  G.  Jr. 

Kelley,  Gordon  L. 

CHIEF  WARRANT  OFFICER 

Windsor,  Richard  W. 

Wood,  Mark  W. 

MAJOR 

Coleman,  John  S. 

Donovan,  Kenneth  E. 

Hoover,  Ronald  E. 

McGriff,  Bennie  R. 

Sebree,  James  E.  Jr. 

Tolbert,  James  Jr. 

Wright,  Wayne  S. 


Air  National  Guard 


1ST  LIEUTENANT 

Ash,  Gary  A. 

Carr,  William  T. 

Carter,  Robert  E. 

Denemy,  John  A.  Jr. 

George,  Joseph  A. 

Greaves,  Jeffrey  S. 

Green,  Steven  W. 

Grumelot,  Kelly  E. 

Hamlin,  Scott  M. 

Hashley,  Mark  H. 

Koskiniemi,  Gary  M. 

Landes,  Mark  R. 

Lynch,  James  G. 

Marcantonio,  Dominic  V. 
McCutchen,  Antonio  L. 
Murray,  Martin  S. 


Promotions  Continued 


Olsen,  Kathleen  A. 
Porter,  John  S. 

Reed,  Douglas  F. 

Ruge,  Thomas  J. 
Sheredy,  Steven  G. 
Smith,  David  J. 

Smith,  Kim  L. 
Vandermeulen,  Gary  A. 
Wallis,  Neal  H. 

Willey,  Robert  E. 
Zesiger,  Richard  D. 


BULK  RATE 

POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
G-5 

OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 

PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE,  $300 


Department  of  Military  Affairs 
Information  Office 
2500  South  Washington  Avenue 
Lansing,  Michigan  48913 


An  F-15  Eagle  from  the  71st  Tactical  Fighter  Squadron  takes  on  JP-4  from  a KC-10  tanker  from  the  78th  Aerial  Refueling  Squadron,  United 
States  Air  Force  Reserve,  over  Lake  Huron  during  Sentry  Wolverine  ’87. 
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